INSURRECTION   OF   1920
arrival. There is evidence, rather, that because of the chaos
and unsettled condition of the country, he was unable to give
as extensive powers to the Arab Government as he had hoped
in June, 1920, when the announcement had been made of the
provisional Government, the outlines of which had been
foreshadowed in March, igso,1 formulated by the Interde-
partmental Committee on June ist, and sanctioned by the
Cabinet in the middle of June. At the most, the Insurrection,
by indicating the strength of Nationalist sentiment in 'Iraq
and by arousing opposition in Great Britain to the retention of
the Mandate, due to the fear of further heavy and unre-
munerative expenditure, stimulated the adoption of the policy
of implementing the Mandate by means of a treaty and of
bringing 'Iraq into the League of Nations more quickly than
H.M. Government had originally contemplated when assuming
the Mandate. It must be remembered, however, that the
project of a treaty with an Arab Government in clraq originated
before the outbreak of the Insurrection. It was made as an
official suggestion by Mr. Montagu, on May lyth, 1920, and it
is even possible that it was proposed some weeks earlier by an
official in the Foreign Office.2
While the immediate policy of H.M, Government was not
changed and its future policy was altered more in method of
procedure than in spirit as a result of the Insurrection, never-
theless the rising did exercise considerable influence on the
people of 'Iraq themselves. The Insurrection can scarcely be
called national in the strict sense of the word, yet it did indicate
a certain national consciousness which in the next few years
was to become more clearly defined. The consolidation of the
divergent elements in the rising, although merging only
temporarily and from different motives, indicated to the
'Iraqis the power of concerted action against which even the
forces of the British Government were not invulnerable. The
Insurrection revealed, at the same time, the weaknesses and
1 Supra, pp. 199-300, 212, 220-221.           2 Young, op. cit., p. 313.
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